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From the streets to the bases! 



One of the criticisms of the 
US (and British) response to 
the suicide attacks in the 
USA in September is that it 
treats those attacks as the 
initiation of a cycle, which 
then has to be responded to. 
Rather, the attacks should 
themselves be recognised as 
having some “rationale” in 
the minds of the perpetra¬ 
tors, being a result of some 
previous event. The naivety 
of the official response 
ignores the continuing cycle 
of violence, fear, hatred, 
repression and injustice in 
the world, for which the 
West too is responsible. 

But in the same way, the 
anti-war movement in Britain 
must move from being only a 
response to a particular war, to 
seeing the conflict in its wider 
context. This is a key part of 
people’s progress from being 
anti-war campaigners to being 
campaigners against mili¬ 
tarism. 

Of course another 
problem for those cam¬ 
paigning over the current 
crisis is the fact that the 
anti-war campaign is a 
coalition of groups with 
different, and not easily 
reconcilable, aims. 

As this issue of 
Nonviolent Action goes to 
press, another mass march 
in London is imminent. It 
is expected to be even big¬ 
ger than the 13 October 
one, but at the same time 
some people feel less 
urgency because of 
changes in the news from 
Afghanistan. 

But the change is the 
replacement of killing be 
spectacular western 


bombers by a similar number of 
less televisual deaths. And the 
West has significant responsi¬ 
bility for the new type of 
slaughter too, not just indirect¬ 
ly, but by arms supplies, and by 
the US’s responsibility for hav¬ 
ing installed the Taliban 
regime in first place. 

But whether or not as a 
response to the changing news, 
the national campaigns against 
the war are anyway evolving. 
The Stop the War Coalition 
sees itself as - and is seen by 
many people as - the core of 
the “anti-war movement”. 

However the main peace 
organisations are not putting 
energy actively into the 
Coalition, but rather are liais¬ 
ing amongst themselves via the 
Network for Peace (the former 
National Peace Council). 

After mass marches in 
London in October and 
November, the next quasi¬ 


national event being planned is 
a relatively large-scale rally at 
the British war command cen¬ 
tre at Northwood, on the edge 
of Greater London, on Sunday 
9 December. But, almost 
before it had started being pub¬ 
licised, some people were ask¬ 
ing how “relevant" it would be 
if, suddenly “the war looked 
like being over”. 

However, those who take a 
longer-term, anti-militarist 
view of the problems the world 
faces, and who support the 
logic of actions at military 
bases rather than just in the 
streets, have other plans for 
Northwood that weekend. 

An ad hoc group of experi¬ 
enced direct actionists, from 
various peace organisations, is 
organising nonviolent direct 
action at Northwood on the 
morning of Monday 10 
December - Human Rights 
Day - in an attempt to serious¬ 


Anti-war campaigners sit down in Whitehall, London, on 21 October 
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ly impede the working of the 
base. This is going ahead irre¬ 
spective of what other events 
might happen there the day 
before. 

For the Northwood action, 
contact: 

Nonviolence at Northwood 
c/o Box 666, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1 
dl Onorthwood@gmx.net; 
w w w. n o rt h wood. cj b. n et 

Other main national contact 
points include: 


Network for Peace, c/o UNA, 
3 Whitehall Court, London 
SW1 t:020 7839 7729; 
www.networkforpeace.org.uk 


Stop the War Coaliton, PO 
Box 3739, London E5 
office@stopwar.org.uk 


Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament, 162 
Holloway Road, London 
N7 020 7700 2392; 
enquiries@cnduk.org 


Peace Pledge Union, 41 b 
Brecknock Rd, London 
N76 020 7424 9444; 
enquiry@ppu.org.uk; 
www.ppu.org.uk 

There’s also a general 
web site covering lots of 
national and local informa¬ 
tion: 

www.stopwar.org.uk. 

And see also the 
expanded list of contacts 
for local anti-war cam¬ 
paigns on page 4. 
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Nonviolent Action is for and 
about activists in Britain. 

• It serves those seeking posi¬ 
tive social change through 
nonviolent means of strug¬ 
gle, including (but not lim¬ 
ited to) the grassroots 
peace movement. 

• It is a tool for them, to help 
them campaign effectively 
through nonviolent means. 

• It supports campaigners 
with news of activists and 
activities. 

• It updates them on ongoing 
campaigns. 

• It aims to stimulate thought 
and action. 

• It provides details of forth¬ 
coming events. 

• It supplies information on 
resources. 

It complements Peace News, 
the international quarterly for 
nonviolent activists, by pro¬ 
viding a more frequent news 
and information service, with 
an emphasis on actions in, 
around or relating to Britain. 


Emma Sangster 


Suppression of dissent, always 
a political tendency in usual 
circumstances, is taking an 
extreme turn across North 
America and Europe in the 
current crisis. The UK gov¬ 
ernment has taken the oppor¬ 
tunity to introduce yet more 
“anti-terrorism” measures in 
addition to those introduced 
with the Terrorism Act of 
2000 . 

The new UK proposals may 
differ from those proposed by 
the US, which include the use of 
military courts to try over 1000 
terrorist suspects, and others 
proposed by the EU in the wake 
of anti-capitalism protests, but 
the wholesale increase in police 
and government powers have 
slowly revealed themselves to be 
extremely worrying to a wide 
spectrum of opinion. The new 
measures include detention 
without trial of suspected ter¬ 
rorists and preventing suspected 
terrorists being able to claim 
asylum in the UK, increasing 
the range of powers of the 
police and a host of other agen¬ 
cies as well as dangerously 
vague concepts such as crimes of 
corruption which “help to 
undermine good governance 
and contribute to the conditions 
which engender terrorism”. 
Communications companies will 
be expected to abide by a “code 
of practice” in which they will 
retain data (eg e-mails, faxes and 
internet usage) for possible 
inspection by the authorities. 
(Without needing to be asked, it 
appears that Virgin Mobile have 
been storing data from phone 
calls since 1999.) Transport 
companies will have to make 
accessible details of passengers 
and freight and it will become a 
criminal offence for financial and 
other non-governmental institu¬ 
tions not to report transactions 


which they suspect to be linked 
to terrorism. 

What is becoming clear is 
that the new powers reach far 
further than 11 September style 
terrorism warrants. The defini¬ 
tion of terrorism is being yet 
further widened (with the aim of 
being agreed with other EU 
members), surveillence meas¬ 
ures more extreme, and deci¬ 
sions more arbitrary - even 
though the Home Secretary 
himself and many others have 
said that the new laws contra¬ 
vene various human rights 
statutes. He has warned judges 
and human rights lawyers “not 
to undermine him". 

Since its first announcement 
the bill has increased from 40 to 
125 clauses including the re- 
introduction of internment 
without trial, going against 
Article 5 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 
An important emphasis of the 
terrorism measures of 2000 and 
2001 is on weakening the pro¬ 
tection legislation and courts 
can provide for anyone suspect¬ 
ed of active dissent, home or 
abroad. And in court, the terror¬ 
ism measures allow that the 
exponential increase in intelli¬ 
gence gathered will not be made 
available to the defence. 

As asylum is sought at an air¬ 
port or other entry point to the 
UK, who exactly will determine 
who is a terrorist suspect, with 
no right of review offered? 
Anyone even remotely associat¬ 
ed with one of the 21 organisa¬ 
tions which were proscribed by 
the 2000 Terrorism Act is likely 
to be denied the right to claim 
asylum. How can the decison 
makers on the ground have the 
necessary specific knowledge of 
complex political situations 
abroad? The fate of those 
forced to flee from systematic 
persecution - Kurds, through 


association with the PKK or 
Tamils from Sri Lanka - may 
well be determined by the UK’s 
political agendas abroad and at 
home. Western endorsed “free¬ 
dom fighters” may however, still 
apply. 

In another measure criminal¬ 
ising the asylum process, the 
introduction of ID cards for 
asylum seekers, and more deten¬ 
tion centres, will further divide 
them from communities. Unlike 
previous sensitivities over uni¬ 
versal ID cards, their introduc¬ 
tion for asylum seekers is unlike¬ 
ly to create too much protest. 

Targetting home-grown 
protest is also on the agenda. At 
the same time that Women in 
Black were on the shortlist for 
the Nobel Peace Prize for their 
courageous demonstrations for 
peace in Palestine and the 
Balkans, they have been labelled 
as potential terrorists by the 
FBI and threatened with a 
grand jury investigation. With 
no distinction being drawn 
between violent and non-violent 
actions, the new UK bill con¬ 
tains such specific measures as 
making it a criminal offence to 
publish details of the movement 
of nuclear waste trains, and the 
power to jail for up to a month 
anyone who refuses to remove a 
disguise such as a mask. 

But opposition to the terror¬ 
ism legislation is growing. This 
summer the Campaign against 
Criminalising Communities 
held a 3000-strong protest out¬ 
side the Home Office and a pub¬ 
lic meeting with many speakers, 
including those from the 21 
banned organisations, and Denis 
Goldberg, once labelled a terror¬ 
ist by Apartheid's supporters. 
Both events were attended and 
supported by a wide range of 
MPs, journalists and lawyers. 

See page 3 for contacts. 


The January issue of Nonviolent Action 

Please send us - as soon as possible - reports and pictures of your actions in response 
to the current crisis, together your listings of events you're planning, and your thoughts 
and ideas. 

We'd like to reflect the range of activities around the country - but that depends on 
your telling us in time... . 

Meanwhile, if you want extra copies of this issue, rush your order in now - preferably 
by post (including payment) or by e-mail. 


page 2 nonviolent action December 2001 




TP 2000 Round-up 

Ploughshares complaint against “parasites” slur 


The Trident Ploughshares 
campaign has put in a formal 
complaint to a senior 
Scottish judge about the 
behaviour of Sheriff Ronald 
Smith in dealing with an 
anti-Trident case when he 
referred to peace protesters 
as “parasites”. 

The Sheriffs remark was 
made in Dumbarton Sheriff 
Court on 29 October as he 
fined Ludwig Appeltans and 
Harriet Jones £200 each for 
cutting the perimeter fence at 
the Coulport nuclear missile 
store in August this year. 

He said: “I look upon you so- 
called peace protesters as para¬ 
sites, causing untold damage to 
fences, disrupting the base and 
wasting this country's money 
which could be spent else¬ 
where." 

The campaigners seek a 
withdrawal of the remark and 
an apology. They say: “This 
remark by Sheriff Smith ... 
reveals an appalling level of 
prejudice allied to grievous 
personal vilification. His dia¬ 
tribe encompasses thousands of 
people he has never met and 
knows nothing about. It is a 
flagrant abuse of his judicial 
privilege.” 

Faslane blockaders will 
be back 

Anti-Trident campaigners 


hailed the mass blockade of 
Faslane naval base on 22 
October as a success. Over 160 
people were arrested at the 
nuclear submarine base as 
1,000 protesters shut down the 
main gates for over five hours. 

Organisers vowed to return 
to Faslane in February 2002 in 
an intensifying campaign. But 
they challenged the police deci¬ 
sion today to ignore the criti¬ 
cism of mass arrests in a court 
decision earlier this month, 
when Tommy Sheridan MSP 
was acquitted of a breach of 
the peace. 

David Mackenzie, of 
Trident Ploughshares and 
Scottish CND, said: “To have 
these numbers shutting down 
the Trident base on a wet 
Monday morning shows the 
determination of protesters to 
keep going until this obscene 
weapon is banned. 

“It is a real pity that 
Strathclyde police today con¬ 
tinued their discredited policy 
of mass arrests. Tommy 
Sheridan was arrested today 
for doing exactly the same 
thing for which he was acquit¬ 
ted in court just two weeks ago, 
when the magistrate ques¬ 
tioned the mass arrest policy.” 

“Not Proven” verdict for 

Ulla 

A charge against Danish peace 


campaigner Ulla Roder, relat¬ 
ing to an anti-Trident demon¬ 
stration in the Scottish 
Parliament has been found not 
proven in Edinburgh Sheriff 
Court. 

Ulla was charged with a 
breach of the peace for her part 
in a Scottish Parliament 
protest on 5 April when with 
the eleven others she interrupt¬ 
ed First Minister's Questions. 

Defending solicitor Joanna 
McDonald argued that the evi¬ 
dence led by the Crown had not 
been sufficient to meet the 
terms of the libel against her. 

Sheriff Craik appeared to 
agree and said: “A certain lati¬ 
tude of behaviour must be 
allowed in bona fide political 
protest.” 

Although free of this 
charge Ulla has returned to 
Cornton Vale Prison to com¬ 
plete her sentence there previ¬ 
ous anti-Trident actions. 


Contact: David Mackenzie, 
Trident Ploughshares, 3 Park 
Terrace, Tillicoultry, 
Clackmannanshire, 

FK13 6BY 
t: 0845 45 88 366 
f: 0845 45 88 364 
mobile: 07876593016 
e: tp2000@gn.apc.org 
w: tridentploughshares.org 


Qatar WTO protests around the world 


Two years after the "Battle of 
Seattle", the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) held 
their next big meeting in 
Qatar on 9-13 November. 
Obviously the WTO were 
hoping that holding the trade 
talks in a small Gulf dictator¬ 
ship would minimise public 
scrutiny. 

Since Seattle, public resist¬ 
ance to economic globalisation 
has grown stronger, forcing 
other conferences, such as the 
the G8 in Genoa, to take place 
behind high fences, protected 
from the public by massive secu¬ 
rity operations. 

Despite the retreat to Qatar, 
local protests took place across 
the world, showing that the 
goals of global justice are 
inseparable from the whole 
range of local community 


efforts, from the fight against paigns against social cuts and 
environmental degradation, to privatisation, 
anti-racism actions and cam- 
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WTO Qatar Embassy protest in London on 9 November 
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Local Contacts 
for campaigning against 
the Terrorism Act and for 
civil liberties 


Campaign Against 
Criminalizing Communities 
(CACC) c/o The Haldane 
Society, Conway Hall, 25 Red 
Lion Square, London WC1R 
4RL. t: 0845 4582966 
http://www.cacc.org.uk/ 


Coalition Against the Terrorism 
Act, 

e: ta2000@go.to 
w: go.to/TA2000 


Liberty, 21 Tabard Street, 
London SE1 4LA t: 020 7403 
3888. http://www.liberty- 
human-rights.org.uk 


Statewatch, PO BOX 1516, 
London N16 (020 8802 
1882). http://www.state- 
watch.org/ 


The Right to Protest Forum 
e: jb1@netlane.com 


Brighton: e: brightonpta@ 
hotmail.com; 

www. kerb.co. u k/brighton PTA/ 


Bristol: antidote@ukf.net 


Leicester: 

kalasubbu@yahoo.co.uk 


Manchester A30, c/o Dept.29, 
22a Beswick Street, Ancoats, 
Manchester M4 7HS; 
t:0161 226 6814, 
e: teaparty@nematode. 
freeserve.co.uk 


Tyneside Network against the 
Terrorism Bill, Box 1TA, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 

NE99 1TA; 

e: ne991ta@ yahoo.com 


Worthing Against the Terror Bill 
c/o PO Box 4144, Worthing 
BN147NZ 
e: terror@worthing. 
eco-action.org 

Wales: 'Repeal the Terrorism 
Act 1 Coalition 

e: dan-ymru@egroups.com 
or 

bangor-werdd@egroups.com 
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in brief 

UK support for 
Ilisu Dam defeated 

The government’s favourite 
construction company, Balfour 
Beatty, has pulled out of the 
Turkish Government’s Ilisu 
Dam project which would have 
flooded Kurdish land around 
the Tigris river. Tony Blair per¬ 
sonally endorsed the project but 
Balfour Beatty’s decison plus 
the publication of highly criti¬ 
cal reports has demolished the 
likelihood of obtaining the nec¬ 
essary export credits from 
European countries. Recent 
speculation that Tony Blair 
would push for the deal to go 
ahead in order to get support 
from Turkey in its bombing of 
Afghanistan makes the decision 
more surprising. 

Numerous groups have been 
campaigning against the project 
on environmental and social 
grounds, including the Ilisu Dam 
Campaign in the UK, which 
staged an overwhelming and rig¬ 
orous interrogation of Balfour 
Beatty at its AGM in May. Also 
highlighted were a number of 
other controversial projects the 
company is involved in, including 
Private Finance Initiatives with 
the government. 

Contact: 

Ilisu Dam Campaign: 
www.ilisu.org.uk/ 

Kurdish Human Rights 
Project: www.khrp.org/ 

Protestors Occupy 
Said Business School 

Protestors dropped a giant 50ft 
banner from the roof of the new 
Said Business School at Oxford 
University on 5 November and 
occupied the roof. 

Objecting to the University 
accepting £20 million from 
Wafic Said, a Saudi billionaire 
arms broker, the protestors’ 
banners read “Built with Blood 
Money”. A TV documentary 
revealed that the £40 billion 
AL-Yamamah deal brokered by 
Said included electric shock 
batons manufactured in the UK 
and used in Saudi Arabia to tor¬ 
ture political dissidents. One of 
protestors, Daniel Locke, said 
"With the building of this buis- 
ness school, private funding of 
education has sunk to its lowest 
depths”. 


Peace campaigners’ Remembrance actions 


The Remembrance Day 
weekend of 10/11 November 
saw nationwide vigils, meet¬ 
ings and other activities. 
Here are a few of them. 

West Midlands CND organ¬ 
ised a vigil in Birmingham city 
centre. WMCND Chair 
Madeline Haigh introduced the 
event. Selly Oak MP Dr. Lynne 
Jones then spoke about why she 
believes the policy of bombing 
Afghanistan is wrong, and why 
humanitarian aid is a priority. 

A major anti-war demon¬ 
stration took place in Cardiff, 
organised by the South Wales 
Coalition to Stop the War, and 
the Muslim Council of Wales. 
Ahmed Darwish from the 
Wales Muslim Council, Jill 
Evans, Plaid Cymru AM, and 
Sue Lent from the Cardiff con¬ 
stituency Labour Party, all 
joined the call for an end to the 
bombing, while Adam Price, 
MP for Caernarfon expressed 
his support for the rally. 

The Newcastle silent vigil 
for peace had some “Shoulder 
to Shoulder” posters using the 
design downloaded from the 


CND website. There were also 
Tyneside Stop the War 
Coalition placards which have a 
great local logo featuring a 
dove and the new Millennium 
Bridge, and a Quakers for Peace 
rainbow banner. 

In Eastbourne, there was a 
stall and procession on 10 
November, and a vigil on the 
same day. In Hailsham, a white 


poppy wreath was placed at the 
War Memorial and a letter was 
sent to the local press. In 
Crawley, there was a demon¬ 
stration in Queens' Square. In 
Ottery St. Mary, Devon, a vigil 
was held outside the parish 
organised by the Rev Barry 
Swift of the World 
Development Movement. 



Local Contacts 

The following list gives some key 
local contacts for campaigning in 
opposition to military action; 
many can give you details of reg¬ 
ular vigils - some daily - in their 
area. National peace organisations 
will have additional local contacts 
in other areas. 

BELFAST: Justice Not Terror 
Coalition - 028-9064 7106, 
http://groups. 

yahoo.com/group/justice-not- 
terror 

BRIGHTON: Peace & 
Environment Centre - 01273- 
62012S. 

BRISTOL & BATH: 

Sarah Ball - 01273-392034. 
BRISTOL: www.bristol-stop-the- 
war-coalition@yahoogroups.com 
CAMBRIDGE: Tim Burton - 
angerhale@aol.com 
CAMDEN: Camden Stop the 
War - c/o Housmans Bookshop, 

5 Caledonian Road, London N1 
camdenstopwar@hotmail.com. 
CHESTER: Richardmonck@ 
hotmail.com or hughlea@ 
hotmail.com. 

DERBYSHIRE: David Lane - 
01629-814117 

DERRY: Anti-War Coalition - 
Goretti Horgan, 020-7126 4767 
DUBLIN: info@irishantiwar.org, 
NGO Peace Alliance - 01-4968595 
EAST LONDON: eastlondon- 
stopthewar@hotmail.com 
EDINBURGH: Jane Lewis - 
0131-669 5591, jane@gn.apc.org. 
EPSOM: Coalition for Peace - 


01372-723687, 

eck@paulh6.freeserve.co.uk 

EXETER: 

hughlea@hotmail.com: 

PO Box 185, Exeter 

GLADESTRY, PRESTEIGNE 
and NEW RADNOR,WELSH 
BORDERS: Kate Bull - 01544 
370637 

or redcherry@ukonline.co.uk 
GLASGOW: Coalition for Justice 
Not War - Scottish CND, 0141 
423 1222; 

cndscot@dial.pipex.com; 
GOSPORT: Peace vigil group - 

01329-312553 

HACKNEY: Hackney Stop the 
War - hstwc@hotmail.com. 
HARINGEY: Haringey_stop- 
war@hotmail.com. 

HEREFORD: Borders Peace 
Network - 01544-370637 
HUDDERSFIELD: info@sto- 
pit.org.uk 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES: 

Kingston Peace Council - 
020 8399 2547 

LAKENHEATH US AIR BASE: 

Peter Lanyon - 01728-833336; 
LANCASTER: Jon Barry, Green 
Party - 01524-844113 
LEICESTER: Anna Cheetham, 
CND - 0116-270 5604. 
MANCHESTER: Michael - 
0161-226 9321; CND - 0161 273 
8283. 

MENSWITH HILL US AIR 
BASE: Anni Rainbow and Lindis 
Percy - 01943 466405, 01482 
702033, 

anniandlindis@caab.org.uk 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE: 

ne991ta @yahoo.com, 0191 212 
0946 

NOTTINGHAM: Diane - 

0115-981 2034 

Oxford: Richard - 01865 557373; 
Bette Jones - 01865 249336. 
PENZANCE: 01736-787056 - 
pete@plumpeace.co.uk. 
PITSMOOR, SHEFFIELD: pat- 
war@hotmail.com. 

PLYMOUTH: 01752 313724 or 
01752 518641. 

READING: Reading Peace 
Group - 0118-954 6430, 0118- 
958 6692, 

peacegroup@gn.apc.org. 
SHEFFIELD: sheffieldmay- 
day@disinfo.net; 

SHROPSHIRE: Telford Stop 
The War Coalition 07866 220 305 
SOUTH CENTRAL ENG¬ 
LAND: 

Di McDonald - 023-8055 4434 

SOUTH LONDON: 

info@southlondonstopwar.org.uk 

STAFFORDSHIRE:john@peace 

uk.net 

STOKE-ON-TRENT: Peace 
Centre - 01782-280998 
Stroud: Annabel - 01453 767315. 

WALSALL: 

johnson.ka@blueyonder.co.uk 
WEST MIDLANDS: CND - 
0121-426 2845, 
wmcndall@gn.apc.org. 
WORTHING: 
worthing@eco-action.org 
WEST YORKSHIRE: CND - 
01274-730795. 

YORK: info@yorkagainstthe- 
war.org 
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Anti-war direct action - Justice 
not Vengeance 


Emma Sangster 


On the very rainy Sunday 
morning of 21 October 
about 500 people turned out 
for a sit-down protest out¬ 
side Downing Street. The 
event was organised by the 
anti-war group Justice not 
Vengeance and supported by 
Arrow, the Green Party, Pax 
Christi, CAAT and CND. 

The group marched from 
Temple Place, along The 
Strand and into Whitehall 
where they sat outside the 
Ministry of Defence for 90 
minutes causing police to 
divert traffic. 

The procession was silent 
and sombre with protestors 
carrying white flowers which 
were later laid at the Cenotaph 
in mourning of the dead in all 
countries since 11 September. 
During the sit-down an open 
mike kept the rain soaked 
crowd rallied with individual 
perspectives on the war. 

Mil Rai from Arrow said 
“This sit-down sends a clear 
message out to the government 
that even in the most atrocious 
weather, hundreds of people 
are committed enough to 
opposing the war to get 
involved in this act of civil dis- 
obiedience”. 

The press reported one of 
the key messages behind the 
protest - that the military 
action is illegal and that the US 
has not followed Article 33 of 
the UN charter which calls for 
every non-military action to be 
applied before military action is 
taken. There is substantial evi¬ 
dence that the Taliban had 
offered negotiations that were 
not taken up by the govern¬ 
ments of the coalition. 

No arrests were made but 
the police did make their pres¬ 
ence felt when they voted for 
calling a halt to the sit-down 
when a decision came to be 
made about whether to carry 
on with the protest. They were 
defeated. 

Commons bombed 

Members of the JnV group sat 
in on the MPs’ debate in the 
House of Commons on 1 
November and threw leaflets 
over the debating members. 


The leaflets came in 2 varieties 
- one said “This is your lucky 
day” with pictures of the items 
in the 37,500 packages of US- 
style famine rations, wrapped 
in the American flag, that was 
dropped in Afghanistan. 

The other variety said 
“Sorry, your luck just ran out” 


with a picture of a bomb on the 
reverse. MPs were heard to 
exclaim, “we’ve been cluster 
bombed!” 

DfID occupied 

On 2 November a dozen people 
occupied the entrance to the 
Department for International 
Development (DfID), from 
where Clare Short has been 
propagandising for the war, to 
demand an immediate end to 
the bombing of Afghanistan 
and a massive aid effort to avert 
looming famine. 

A further 5 or 6 supporters 
stood outside with symbolic 
sacks of aid and leaflets but 
arrived late after having been 
stopped and searched under the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act. 
With the message of “A matter 
of conscience, FOOD NOT 
BOMBS, a matter of survival” 
the group inside refused to 
leave but maintained a dialogue 
with the staff and police and 
after two-and-a-half hours and 
some negotiation, an interview 
was arranged with DfID’s 
Permanent Secretary and his 
press staff. 

Sir John Vereker could only 
reiterate and clarify the 
Department’s line but he 
became increasingly uncom¬ 
fortable when pushed to clarify 


whether the department sup¬ 
ported military action in pref¬ 
erence to humanitarian aid. He 
preferred to talk of “the 
greater evil” of terrorism and 
did not wish to speculate when 
the greater evil would become 
the death, through lack of food, 
of countless Afghans. 


Clare Short has dismissed 
the concerns of experienced 
aid agency officials as “emo¬ 
tion” and accused unnamed 
agencies of wanting to be in 
the news in order to raise 
money. 

All the major aid agencies 
have called for at least a pause 
in the bombing to allow food 
aid to be delivered. 
Spokesperson Robin Oakley 
said, “Figures from the World 
Food Programme clearly show 
that food delivery to 
Afghanistan has decreased 
drastically since the bombing 
began. 

Mr. Vereker, like the rest of 
DfID, appears to be somewhere 
between a state of denial and 
confusion. In the space of 
twenty minutes he cited Ms 
Short’s claim that the bombing 
had no effect on food supplies, 
later said he doubted whether 
the bombing had much effect 
on food distribution, but also 
said that food distribution was 
“difficult where there is con¬ 
flict.’” 


Contact: 

Justice not Vengeance 
info@justicenotvengeance.org 
t: 0845 458 2564 
www.justicenotvengeance.org 



From the 
Molehill 

So that’s what they do! 

The Mole welcomes anyone in 
any armed forces who decides 
to claim conscientious objector 
status, and opt out of the killing 
machine, whatever the circum¬ 
stances. 

But even so, the recent news 
of the upsurge in people in the 
US suddenly claiming to be 
COs was a bit much. It seems 
that, when they joined up, no- 
one told them that the army 
was to do with fighting and 
killing people. No, really. 

Of course, military recruit¬ 
ment material the world over 
puts a glossy spin on life in uni¬ 
form, to encourage people to 
join; but even so, for so many 
people to later claim that such a 
key facet of military life hadn’t 
occurred to them must surely be 
the most convincing evidence 
yet of the dumbing down of the 
US education system. 

It’s that woman again 

Last month, The Mole told how 
heroic pacifist Pat Arrowsmith 
was under medical orders to 
end half a century of sit-down 
protests. However, no sooner 
had The Mole scratched out the 
text for that column than Pat 
was abandoning the spirit, if 
not the letter, of her medical 
advice. 

It seems that she went off to 
the 22 October dawn blockade 
at the Faslane nuclear subma¬ 
rine base, and did indeed get 
arrested; however, she managed 
to do so standing up. 

Incidentally, word has fil¬ 
tered underground from Pat 
herself that she felt a little 
slighted by one of the tales 
about her last month. 

She insists that, though it 
might be true that the Guardian 
once ran a story saying that she 
was going to undertake a sit- 
down blockade of the Peace 
News offices in response to a 
contentious decision by the then 
editors (which is all The Mole 
actually alleged), in reality she 
had no such intention, and 
wouldn’t have done such a 
thing. 

Oh no she wouldn’t. (Isn’t it 
the pantomime season?) 

The Mole 
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Waging war - will it bring peace or more terrorism? 

Vijay Mehta 

As the US and its coalition drops bombs on the cities of Afghanistan, the world has become a more 
dangerous and unsafe place. 


In CND, we condemn the ter¬ 
rorist attack on the World 
Trade Centre in New York 
and on the Pentagon. But at 
the same time we do not sup¬ 
port the military action and 
surgical strikes to reduce the 
country to rubble. We need 
to explore legal and political 
solutions to the conflict. 

There are no military solu¬ 
tions to any conflict. Killing of 
innocent civilians will not bring 
the perpetrators of crimes into 
the open but will only add mis¬ 
ery to millions of Afghanis 
already living in impoverished 
conditions for years. The GDP 
of Afghanistan, at $21 billion, is 
less than the defence budget of 
the US, $26 billion. The bomb¬ 
ing of Afghanistan has created 
the world's worst humanitarian 
crisis, with up to 7 million peo¬ 
ple facing starvation according 
to UN sources. Only a Marshall 
Plan to reconstruct Afghanistan 
can bring stability to the region. 

There is no public evidence 
that the terrorist attacks were 
carried out by Bin Laden or his 
group. Government statement 
do not add up to conclusive 
proof. If there is sufficient evi¬ 
dence to put him on trial, this 
requires the creation of a court 
capable of trying him fairly. 
Otherwise the justice that the 
US and its allies seek will be of 
the lynch mob, not of interna¬ 
tional law. But politicians do 
not require available evidence 
to support their claim of start¬ 
ing a war. As Blair said recent¬ 
ly “this is no time for legal 
niceties”. 

What solution have they 
found by bombing Iraq? Six 
thousand people dying every 
month, victims of constant 
bombing by Washington and 
Whitehall every week for the 
last ten years. They are unwor¬ 
thy of our acknowledgement 
as we live in the civilised West. 
Half a century of American 
crusades, economic wars and 
homicidal adventures should be 
enough for the US government 
to know why there is so much 
anti-American feeling in some 
parts of the world. 

The other day the Bush 
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administration sent a letter to 
the United Nations saying that 
it might attack other countries. 
It seems they might attack 
Iraq, Sudan and various others. 
The US should not be allowed 
to bomb any country that 
might take their fancy. The 
Afghan humanitarian and 
political problem is no longer 
confined to one country It is 
now a regional crisis, adversely 
affecting conditions in 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, China, 
Georgia, India, Russia, Iran 
and Pakistan. 

The United Nations has 
started intensive consultations 
to find a political solution to the 
Afghan crisis under the frame¬ 
work of the “Geneva Initiative”. 
A long-term solution to the 
Afghan problem is possible 
when a government is formed 
representing all Afghan fac¬ 
tions. It can then be recognised 
by the United Nations and the 
international community. 

The attacks against the US 
on 11 September were crimes 
against humanity and those 
involved should be punished to 
the fullest extent. They should 
be dealt with as democracy 
deals with mass murders, to be 
prosecuted lawfully by an 
international Tribunal, as in 


the Hague. Just such a court 
exists for perpetrators of 
“crimes against humanity” in 
former Yugoslavia. 

At the CND office we are 
busy with vigils, protests and 
demonstrations against the 
war. Our office is busy handling 
media and new membership 
enquiries. Our protests have 
drawn thousands of people 
onto the street as a sign of 
growing public support. 
According to an Observer poll, 
60% of people in the UK 
oppose massive bombing. We 
want welfare not warfare. The 
media has blotted out peace 
news and activities. 

Therefore we should write 
to our MPs, newspapers, opin¬ 
ion makers, world leaders and 
United Nations about the truth 
and not the lies politicians and 
media are feeding us. 

The UN should take charge 
of brokering a peace. We call 
for justice without war. A war 
of retaliation is only fuelling 
the cycle of violence. President 
Bush has announced “if you 
are not with us, you are with 
the terrorists". But we have to 
choose a third option. There is 
a third way It is not the one of 
new Labour and Tony Blair. 
But it is nonviolence. 


Nonviolence is an active 
response and offers each and 
every one of us the opportuni¬ 
ty to resist war. It enables us to 
build a world in which security 
is gained through disarma¬ 
ment, international co-opera¬ 
tion and social justice, not 
through escalation of war and 
retaliation. 

We need to be more visible 
than ever. There have been 
marches in London, New York, 
Washington and elsewhere. 

While standing on the 
street we hear from people say¬ 
ing “The US and The UK are 
addicted to military spending 
and violence. Thank god there 
are people who can bring sani¬ 
ty and messages of peace dur¬ 
ing times like this”. We need to 
build a mass movement, join 
hands with other organisations, 
to urge our government and 
the United States to show 
restraint and avoid further mil¬ 
itary retaliation. We need to 
stop the culture of mindless 
killings and deaths in order to 
start a culture of peace. We 
need to make sure we give jus¬ 
tice and peace a chance. 

Vijay Mehta is Secretary of 
London Region CND arid vice¬ 
chair of Action for UN Renewal. 



Peace campaigners stage a nonviolent sit down protest in London on 21 October 2001 

Photo: Richie Andrew 
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Non-Proliferation Treaty - will it deliver disarmament? 

Claire Poyner 


The Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT) came into 
force in 1970. Ratified by all 
but four countries, the signa¬ 
tories are divided into the 
nuclear weapons states 
(NWS) consisting of China, 
France, Russia, the UK and 
the US (which are those that 
tested nuclear weapons 
before 1968) and the non- 
nuclear-weapons states. In 
return for an agreement not 
to develop or receive nuclear 
weapons, these countries 
were promised that the NWS 
would make a commitment 
to nuclear disarmament. 

After 25 years a decision was 
made to extend indefinitely the 
NPT and to review it after five 
years, with three Preparatory 
Committees (PrepCom) meet¬ 
ings in between. The PrepCom 
meetings were largely unsatisfac¬ 
tory with no agreements 
reached, but the 2000 NPT 
Conference eventually resulted in 
some unprecedented agreements. 

The nuclear weapons states 
agreed to disarmament meas¬ 
ures that emphasised the goal 
of “total elimination” of 
nuclear weapons through pro¬ 
gressive steps. There was no 
timeline agreed for these steps 
and they were somewhat 
vaguely worded. But the con¬ 
ference ended with a “checklist” 
of accountability that NGOs 
and governments can use lead¬ 
ing up to the next conference 
in 2005 (see box). 

The New Agenda Coalition 

In 1988, eight countries made a 
declaration demanding the 
“speedy, final, and total elimi¬ 
nation” of nuclear weapons. 
These countries, Brazil, Egypt, 
Ireland, Mexico, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Slovenia and 
Sweden, were crucial to the 
success of the 2000 NPT con¬ 
ference, taking a leading role 
and negotiating; directly with 
the NWS. 

Their resolution has been sub¬ 
mitted twice to the UN First 
Committee and passed overwhelm¬ 
ingly in the General Assembly The 
New Agenda Coalition was instru¬ 
mental in developing the steps 
toward disarmament including the 
agreed “total elimination of 
nuclear weapons”. 


What now? 

On 19 May 2000, the NWS 
pledged themselves in article 
VI to pursue “in good faith” the 
path of nuclear disarmament. 
We need to put pressure on the 
NWS to start honouring their 
commitments before the NPT 
Review Conference in 2005. 

Christian CND has started 
this already. In May this year, 
CCND baked a “first birthday 
cake” to commemorate the first 
anniversary of the 2000 NPT, 
and took it around the London 
embassies of the NWS. Apart 
from at the US embassy, the 
campaigners were given time 
to discuss the issues with a 
spokesperson on defence. This 
was the start of a dialogue 
which CCND will be following 
up. Next year the same 
embassies will be visited, to 
check up on the progress made, 
or not as the case might be. The 
same monitoring process will 
continue until 2005. CCND 
members met with representa¬ 
tives of European peace groups 
in Brussels last month and these 
contacts will be followed up to 
encourage similar actions in the 
rest of Europe. 


CCND cannot do all this 
alone and are asking for all peace 
activists to join the campaign. 

To help us in the campaign, 
on 16 February 2002 in 
London there will be a 
“Treaties Day School”, organ¬ 
ised with Abolition 2000 UK, 
Medact and CCND. A work¬ 
shop on dialogue with decision 
makers follows later in the year. 

A Lobby of Parliament will 
be a good opportunity for peace 
activists to meet with MPs and 
to raise this very issue. 
Organised by the United 
Nations Association and Action 
for UN Renewal, this takes 
place on 6 March 2002. 

On 3 1 October, CCND 
called a meeting of peace 
organisations to discuss the 
campaign and decide the next 
steps. Some useful information 
was exchanged and advice 
given by some who attended 
the last NPT. One of the most 
important points made was 
that we must ask, and keep ask¬ 
ing, what progress the NWS 
are making on implementing 
the steps they have already 
agreed to. It was also strongly 
stressed that the NWS have a 


legal obligation which is not 
being fulfilled. 

CCND will be urging the 
churches to consider the morali¬ 
ty and legality of nuclear 
weapons in their various synods 
and assemblies. Other organisa¬ 
tions can get their supporters on 
board to join the campaign, by 
making contact with decision 
makers, by learning about the 
various treaties at the day 
school, by supporting the Lobby 
of Parliament, joining CCND 
on the embassy walk, and by 
attending the 2005 NPT Review 
Conference and making it the 
one the achieves nuclear disar¬ 
mament. 

Claire Poyner is Campaigns 
Worker at CCND and 
Coordinator of Abolition 2000 
UK. 


Abolition 2000 UK, 601 
Holloway Road, London N19 
4DJ t: 020 7281 4281 f: 7281 
6281 e: a2000uk@gn.apc.org 
w: www.gn.apc.org/ 
abolition2000uk/ 


Christian CND, 162 Holloway 
Road, London N7 8DQ 
t: 020 7700 4200 f: 7700 
2357 e: ccnd@gn.apc.org 
w: www.gn.apc.org/ccnd/ 


Medact, 601 Holloway Road, 
London N19 4DJ t:020 
7272 2020 f: 7281 5717 
e: info@medact.org 
w: www.medact.org 


United Nations Association, 

3 Whitehall Court, London 
SW1A 2EL t: 020 7930 
2931 f: 7930 5893 
e: info@una-uk.org 
w: www.una-uk.org 

For information about treaties: 


British American Security 
Information Council 
(BASIC), Lafone House, 
11-13 Leathermarket Street, 
London SE1 3HN t: 020 
7406 2977 f: 7407 2988 
e: basi cu k@ basici nt.org 
w: www.basicint.org 


Also see the website of 
Women's International 
League for Peace and 
Freedom (WILPF): 
www.reachingcriticalwill.com 
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NPT Thirteen Points 

The conference agreed on the following steps to implement the Non- 

Proliferation Treaty: 

1. The importance of speedy ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty 

2. A moratorium on all nuclear explosions before the Treaty comes into 
force. 

3. The need to negotiate a treaty banning the production of materials 
for use in nuclear weapons, within a five-year time frame. 

4. The need to set up a body to deal with nuclear disarmament. 

5. The principle of irreversibility to apply to nuclear disarmament and 
other related issues. 

6. An undertaking by the nuclear weapon states to accomplish the total 
elimination of their nuclear arsenals - leading to nuclear disarma¬ 
ment - to which all states are party to under Article VI. 

7. The early take up of START II and conclusion of START III while 
keeping the existing ABM Treaty. 

8. The completion and implementation of the Trilateral Initiative 
between the USA, Russia and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. 

9. Efforts by nuclear states: to reduce their arsenals unilaterally; 
increased transparency between the states; the reduction of non- 
strategic nuclear weapons; concrete measures to reduce the opera¬ 
tional status of weapons systems; a diminishing role for these 
weapons in security polices; the engagement of all nuclear states in 
these processes. 

10. To place all decommissioned nuclear materials for international veri¬ 
fication, and ensure it is used for peaceful purposes. 

11. To reaffirm that the ultimate objective is general and complete disar¬ 
mament under international control. 

12. Regular reports should be made by all state members. 

13. Further development of the verification procedures will be needed to 
ensure that agreements are kept. 

Decembe 




Letters 


MAD, NMD, MD, RAM, RAP 

Some years ago it was MAD - 
Mutually Assured Destruction. 
Then it became NMD - 
Nuclear Missile Destruction. 
Then it became MD - Mutual 
Destruction or More Dollars. 
But perhaps it should be called 
RAM - Rip off the American 
Military, or RAP - Rip off the 
American Public. 

One of my concerns is that 
MD seems to be driven by US 
Corporations and Institutions 
in the arms trade. 

The US Government seems 
to be run by corporates (or at 
least their campaign contribu¬ 
tions paid cronies) who act in 
their own self interests as 
opposed to Civil Servants using 
modern management tech¬ 
niques acting in the people's 
interests. 

President Bush seems hell 
bent on ensuring MD is irre¬ 
versible by the next election, so 
that the arms trade corpora¬ 
tions and institutions can gain 


a profit by Ripping off the 
American Military. 

It is a shame that America is 
now so advanced that one of its 
main priorities is to waste pre¬ 
cious resources on weapons to 
kill people and on a system that 
is unwanted, unneeded and 
likely to be a danger to 
mankind. 

Karl Miller, 
Anns Reduction Campaign 
working group 

A letter from Chechnya 

I have recently received the fol¬ 
lowing letter: “How do you do! 
This letter is written by a 
refugee from Chechnya. I'm 
asking you about financial help, 
because our family is in great 
trouble. For two years we live 
in a tent and it's very cold in 
winter. 

We must look for another 
place, but we've no money for 
rent. The money which my 
mother earns is enough only 
for food. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Yorkshire CND 
Development Worker 



CND 


We are looking for an enthusiastic campaigner to work 
from our office in Bradford, promoting the work of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in Yorkshire. 

You must have experience of campaigning and good organi¬ 
sational skills. 

Four days per week. Salary: £13,092 pa 

For more information and application form, phone 01274 

730795 

or write to Yorkshire CND, 22 Edmund Street, Bradford, 

BD5 OBH or email: rachel@yorkshirecnd.org.uk 

Closing date for application forms: Thursday 29th November. 
Interviews on Tuesday 18th December. 


In this war I've lost my 
father, I have my mother and 
two brothers - one brother is 
an invalid - he is age 15. 

I apply to you for help. I 
don't know why we must suffer 
these things and so I decided to 
write to you people living 
abroad. You live very peaceful¬ 
ly without war and I hope 
you'll never have the experi¬ 
ence. 

I have taken the trouble to 
write this letter in the hope 
that you'll help me. 

Love from Milana" 

What should I say in reply? 
I'd welcome your suggestions. 

Pat Allen 
CND International Desk 

Unacceptable and offensive 

Nonviolent Action has reported 
on the launch of another peace 
organisation, the Movement 
Against War, and I've just seen 
the group's new leaflet. The 
picture on it might be a famous 
war photograph from the 
Vietnam War, but I find it 
unacceptable and thoroughly 
offensive. 

The photograph depicts a 
terrified, stark naked, pubes¬ 
cent girl, being chased by a 
macho soldier - an image of 
victimisation of women yet 
again, as well as being a picture 
liable to titillate any sadistic 
child/teenager abuser who 
might see it? Unwitting soft 
porn in fact. 

Surely the leaflet designers 
could have found a photograph 
of, say, a fully-clothed, injured 
and suffering, mixed gender 
group with which to embellish 
their leaflets - rather than this 
debasing one? 

Margaret P Gardner, 
North London 

CND should try harder 

I agree with the November 
NvA comment that “At least 
some of the group active in the 
coalition have little in common 
politically with most of the 
peace movement, but are sim¬ 
ply keen to jump on an anti-war 
bandwagon to try to recruit 
more support for their own 
organisations.” 

As a long standing member 
of CND what disappoints me is 
that CND speakers on anti-war 
platforms don't recommend 
people to join CND. 


For example, at the well 
attended 3 November anti-war 
march In Manchester, the CND 
speaker seemed to have difficul¬ 
ty in mentioning CND or call¬ 
ing for people to join CND. 

We should copy those who 
wish “to recruit more support 
for their own organisations” to 
promote our own respective 
peace organisations. Apart 
from that each peace organisa¬ 
tion can stage its own event in 
co-operation with other like- 
minded organisation. We cer¬ 
tainly don't need to accept 
SWP dictate. Nobody else does. 

Malcolm Sutcliffe, Manchester 

Voices to Iraq 

I am about to undertake anoth¬ 
er delegation to Iraq for Voices 
in the Wilderness UK in a 
month's time. Voices UK cam¬ 
paigns for the immediate and 
unconditional lifting of eco¬ 
nomic sanctions on Iraq. I am a 
founder and joint coordinator. 

I will be embarking on a 
three-week solidarity tour of 
European anti-sanctions and 
anti-war groups - in Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Germany, and 
France. 

Then, at the beginning of 
December, I will be travelling 
to New York to join Voices US 
and my fellow Voices UK dele¬ 
gate Matt Barr for an anti-war 
protest at the site of the 
September 11 atrocities. 

Matt will have been on a 
Walk for Healing and Peace 
from Washington DC to New 
York. 

Days later, Matt and I will 
travel together to Iraq with 
Kathy Kelly and other friends 
from Voices US. This will not 
be an ordinary “sanctions- 
breaking” delegation, because 
of the threat of military action 
while we are in Iraq. 

Matt and I are fully aware of 
the risks involved in our dele¬ 
gation. But we believe that our 
presence in Iraq can be a help¬ 
ful contribution to the ordinary 
families of Iraq. Personally, as 
a father, having seen tiny chil¬ 
dren suffering and dying in 
Iraq because of economic sanc¬ 
tions, I cannot stand by. 

On behalf of Voices, I 
woidcl like to thank everyone 
who has supported us this far 
in the campaign. The battle is 
being won, slowly but surely. 


page 8 nonviolent action December 2001 




Web Watch 


With your support, Voices in 
the Wilderness UK will do 
everything in its power to 
bring forward the day that eco¬ 
nomic sanctions on Iraq are 
lifted. 

Matt and I woidd be grate¬ 
ful for any contributions you 
can make towards our joint del¬ 
egation, and for the work of 
Voices UK. If you can help, 
please make your cheque out to 
Voices in the Wilderness UK 
(however large or small the 
amount!) and send it to 16B 
Cherwell St, Oxford 0X4 lBG. 
We will try to keep this list 
updated on events, and we will 
post material on the ARROW 
website also: 

www.justicenotvengeance.org 
Milan Rat 
Joint Coordinator .; Voices in the 
Wilderness UK 
e: gensing29road@yahoo.co.uk 
Voices website 
http://www. viwuk.freeserve. co. uk 


NvA welcomes 
letters for 
publication. See 

deadline on page 2 


Seaching for peace 

Search engine are fine, and 
with over a billion websites to 
choose from, they are useful 
indeed. I use Google, which is 
the very best of them. 

However, one does need to 
think about how one might 
classify those favourites (book¬ 
marks) that one collects. 

You can put them under 
some of the following: 
Campaigning bodies (with sub¬ 
directories); Online directories; 
Peace organisations; Pacifist 
organisations; World newspa¬ 
pers; entertainment; the arts & 
Peace Libraries. 

Many of the latter have an 
online OPAC (open public 
access catalogue) e.g The 
Commonweal collection: 
www. brad. ac. uk / library / 
services/comwcol.htm 

But in order to access the 
most useful websites one must 
know exactly what one is look¬ 
ing for. Many people approach 
search directories as though 
they have arrived at an airport 
knowing which airline they 
have a ticket for, but forgetting 
which destination they are 
headed for. While on the return 
journey one might forget ones 
flight number, and have to look 


it up for baggage retrieval at 
the other end. This is some¬ 
thing that has happened to me. 
You get the point. 

So for me it is always a ques¬ 
tion of what campaign, organi¬ 
sation, or world view I want to 
know about, before I use any 
search engine. Thus I might 
not know the website of an 
organisation, but will be clear 
about its name. As an aside - 
this is something that makes 
the Housmans directory useful. 
Likewise, If I come upon a 
website that is not in the direc¬ 
tory I'll pass it on, and to any¬ 
one else that I know who might 
be able to use it. 

Now consider what are you 
looking for on a website. If I am 
looking for world news I will 
look at the following newspapers 
online: The New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/; The 
Independent: http://www.inde- 
pendent.co.uk/; Times of India 
http://timesofmdia.indiatimes.c 
om; 

The BBC is very good for 
headline news: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/ or alter¬ 
native media such as: Schnews 
http: / / www.schnews. 
org.uk/; or Indymedia 

http://www.indymedia.org/ 


One of my interests is the 
clandestine press in Europe 
during the Nazi occupation, 
something that I have been 
researching for the last 15 
years. In the course of my 
researches I have come upon 
some remarkable examples of 
nonviolence that one can find 
out about on various webpages. 
Here are but two examples: 
White Rose http://www.jlr- 
web.com/whiterose/ and 
Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac and 
saving the Jews in Croatia dur¬ 
ing the WW2: 

http://www.hr/darko/etf/jew 
s.html 

Both of these I came upon 
not by knowing exactly what I 
was looking for, but with use of 
the correct keyword(s). 

So here you have it in a nut¬ 
shell: Look at the keyword, and 
you will get the right answers. 

Mind you - I'll still go surf¬ 
ing; but I do use keywords, and 
that is the secret to search 
engines and the web. 

Martyn Lowe 


ADVERTISEMENT 



for nonviolent revolution 


• The international magazine for nonviolent activists 

• Current issue on "prison and nonviolent struggle" 
with news and analysis of the "war on terrorism" 

on sale 1 December 2001 

• Next issue on "utopias" (on sale 1 March 2002) 

• Back issues available: 

children, war and peace /if nonviolence & social empowerment 

gender and militarism truth, forgiveness & reconciliation 

economies of militarism refugees & asylum 

interventions ecology & nonviolent revolution 
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GreenNet, a collective not-for-profit Internet 
Service Provider since 1986, develops tools for 
civil society to strategically use the Internet. 

***New*** 

Developed by NGOs for NGOs: 

Fast and effective online web publishing tools. 
GreenNet encourages content-driven web sites with an 
emphasis on content sharing and collaborative web publish¬ 
ing. GreenNet ‘Action Apps’ allow you to do this and more. 

ActionApps, simple forms for on-line publishing, can provide a low cost 
solution that increases the functionality of websites. They enable: 

• easy creation of portal sites; 

• fast, easy and flexible uploading and management of web content; 
• improved visibility of civil society information. 

For further details and information about other services, please contact: 

J oanne on 0845 0554011 Email: joanne@gn.apc.org 

http://www.gn.apc .org 

'Connecting people who make the world of difference' 



nNet 

w..e Environment. Peace, 
Human Rights and Development 
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Events listings 

These events listings are intended to be as comprehensive as possible - 
but that depends on you. Please send details (including disabled access) 
as far ahead as possible. Please include a contact number whether or not 
it is for publication. 


1 7-24 November 2001 

EVERYWHERE. “National 
Anti-Fur Week”. Organised 
by: Coalition to Abolish the 
Fur Trade. Contact: t: 07939 
264864 

e: caft@caft.demon.co.uk 

20-30 November 

COUNTRYWIDE. “11 days 
of action against 11 years of 
sanctions on Iraq”. Includes 
phone-in to FO, public meet¬ 
ing, and buying and selling of 
sanction-breaking goods.. 
Organised by: Voices in the 
Wilderness UK. Contact: 
t: 0845 4582564. 
www.viwuk.freeserve.co.uk 


Tue 20 November 

EVERYWHERE Phone the 
Foreign Office. Phone wave to 
urge the withdrawal of 
“Smart” sanctions on Iraq. 

Call Tim Stew at the Foreign 
Office between 3 and 5pm. 
Contact: CASI 01223 329131, 
phonewave@casi.org.uk or 
Voices in the wilderness UK, 
0845 458 2564 


Wed 21 November 

OXFORD. Seminars on 
Forced Migration: “The 
Internal and External Worlds 
of Children in Exile”. 

Speaker Sheila Melzak of the 
Medical Council for Victims 
of Torture. Library Wing 
Seminar Room, Queen 
Elizabeth House, 21 St Giles; 
5pm. Organised by: Refugees 
Studies Centre. Contact: 
Dominique Attala, t/f: 01865 
270722/1, 

e: rscedu@qeh.ox.ac.uk 
www.qeh.ox.ac.uk/rsc/. 
HAMILTON. Anti-war 
meeting. Speakers: Brian 
Quail, Muhammed Asif, Lloyd 
Quinan, Kenny Ross. Contact 
Jackie Smith t: 01698 791707 


Thu 22 November 

LONDON WCl. “Stop the 
War - Peace and Justice for 
the Kurds”. With Louise 
Christian, Gareth Peirce, 
Nulifer Koc.... Palms Room, 
ULU Malet St; 7.30. 
Organised by: KNK. Contact: 
knklondon@gn.apc.org. 
MANCHESTER M2. 
“Alternative Solutions”. 
Discussion around world/free 
trade issues. Friends Meeting 
House, Mount St. Organised 
by: World Development 
Movement. Contact: Jessica 
Mock t: 2257321 e: wdm- 
manchester@jdc-web.org.uk. 

Fri 23 November 

LONDON WCl “Mexican 
Day of the Dead”. In aid of 
Nicaragua Solidarity 


Campaign. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square; 7:30pm-mid- 
night. £%/£ 4>.50 contact 
t: 020 7272 6919 
www.nicaraguasc.org.uk 

Sat 24 November 
EVERYWHERE. "Buy 
Nothing Day”. Challenge con¬ 


sumer culture with a 24 hr 
moratorium against over con¬ 
sumption. Organised by: 
Enough. Contact: 
t: 0161 226 6668. 
www.buynothingday.co.uk. 
LONDON WCl. “Sweatshop 
Labour - Just End It”. An 
activists' conference to plan 
campaigning followed by a 
rally at 5.15. Dita Sari, TU 
leader from Indonesia speaks.. 
University of London Union, 
Malet St; 11-6. Organised by: 
No Sweat, PO Box 36707, 
London SW9 8YA. Contact: t: 
07904 431 959, e: 
admin@nosweat.org.uk, 
www.nosweat.org.uk. £5 
includes 1-year membership 
of No Sweat. 

NR OXFORD. Campaign to 
Close Campsfield Demo 
8th Anniversary. Campsfield 
House, Kidlington; 12-2. 
Contact: 

www.closecampsfield.org.uk 
GLASGOW. STUC Anti- 
Racism march and rally. 
Speakers: Anita Shelton, 
Aamer Anwar, Mohammed 
Asif, Jackie Bailie MSP. Meet 
Blytheswood Square, 10:30 
rally City Halls, Candleriggs 
12 noon. 

Mon 26 November 

LONDON Wl. “Nonviolent 
Communication - A Language 
of Compassion”. Talk by 
Marshall Rosenberg, founder 
of the International Centre 
for Nonviolent 
Communication. St James's 
Church, 197 Piccadilly; 7pm. 
Organised by: Alternatives. 
Contact: t: 020 7287 6711, e: 
alternatives@ukonline.co.uk 


Tue 27 November 
LONDON WCl. Northern 
Ireland Human Rights 
Seminars: “Emergency Laws”. 
Dr Conor Gearty (Kings 
College London). Menzies 
Room, Institute of 


Commonwealth Studies, 28 
Russell Sq; 5-6.30 pm. 
Organised by: Jane Winter, 
director of British Irish 
Rights Watch. Contact: Dr N 
Ghanea-Hercock, t/f: 020 
7862 8827/20 
e: nazila.ghanea-hercock 
@sas.ac.uk. www.birw.org. 


Wed 28 November 
NEWCASTLE UPON 
TYNE. Tyneside Radical 
Film Festival: “Indigenous 
Movements”. Strong Roots 
(Global Exchange), The 
Coconut Revolution 
(Stampede). The Side Cinema, 
9 Side (near the Crown 
Posada pub on Quayside); 

8pm. Contact: Paul t: 0191 
272 4635, 

e: paul.chatterton@ncl.ac.uk. 
OXFORD. Seminars on 
Forced Migration: 
“Humanitarianism: Is 
Motivation Important?”. 
Speaker Tony Vaux, author of 
The Selfish Altruist. Library 
Wing Seminar Room, Queen 
Elizabeth House, 21 St Giles; 
5pm. Organised by: Refugee 
Studies Centre. Contact: 
Dominique Attala t/f: 01865 
270722/1, e: 
rscedu@qeh.ox.ac.uk. 
www.qeh.ox.ac.uk/rsc/. 


Thu 29 November 

GLASGOW. “The Green 
Office Exhibition and 
Seminar”. Trades Hall, 85 
Glassford St; 10-4. 

Organised by: Friends of the 
Earth Scotland. 

Contact: Joanna Heron 
e: jheron@foe-scotland.org.uk 
GLASGOW: Candlelit anti¬ 
war vigil. George Square, 
6-7pm. 

LONDON SWl Michael 
Harbottle Memorial Lecture: 
“International Conflict 
Prevention and Resolution”. 
Talk given by General Sir 
Rupert Smith, recently retired 
from post as Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe. 
Committee Room 6, House of 
Commons; 2pm. Organised 
by: One World Trust and the 
All-Party Parliamentary 
Group for World 
Government. Contact: t/f: 


020 7219 3825. Seating very 
limited, please book. 

Fri 30 November 
PEAK DISTRICT 
NATIONAL PARK. Protest 
camp at the time of a plan¬ 
ning decision at the re-open¬ 
ing of two gritstone quarries. 
Stanton Moor, between 
Matlock and Bakewell. 
Contact: t: 07796 428368, e: 
nineladies@zoom.co.uk 
www.nineladies.uklinux.net. 
www.pixie- 

inc.demon.co.uk/nineladies/. 

Sat 1 December 
EVERYWHERE. “Prisoners 
for Peace Day”. Special focus 
on Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories. Day of Action. 
Organised by: War Resisters' 
International, 5 Caledonian 
Rd, London N1 9DX. 

Contact: t: 020 7278 4040, f: 
7278 0444, e: office@wri- 
irg.org 

www.wri-irg.org. 

LONDON NW6. “World 
Disarmament Campaign 
Annual Conference”. 

Speakers: Ken Coates, Colin 
Archer, Tony Kempster, Tam 
Dalyell (tbc). London 
Interfaith Centre, 125 
Salusbury Rd, Queen's Park; 
10.30-5. Organised by: World 
Disarmament Campaign, PO 
Box 28209, Edinburgh EH9 
lZR. Contact: Brian Cooper 
t/f: 0131 4474004. London: 


Mary Hale t/f 020 8907 
9803. £ 6 /£ 4. 

LONDON SW7. Aids - 
Towards Patented Diseases?”. 
Jonathan Neale discusses the 
role of multinational pharma¬ 
ceuticals and the effect of 
their stragies on world health. 
Cafe Diplo at The French 
Institute, 17 Queensbury 
Place, (South Kensington 
tube); 11-12.30. Organised by: 
Amis UK. 


www.amisuk.f9.co.uk. 
LONDON. Preparation and 
Training day for 10 
December actions at 
Northwood. Contact: 
d 10northwood@gnx.net 

Sun 2 December 
LONDON NWlO. “The 
Peace Experience Workshop”. 
Global Co-operation House, 

65 Pound Lane; 2-5. 

Organised by: Brahma 
Kumaris. Contact: t: 020 8727 
3350 e: london@bkwsu.com 
www.bkwsu.org.uk. 

Mon 3 December 

LONDON EC2. Benefit gig 
for the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign with Fun-Da- 
Mental's Aki and Impi D 
DJing at Cargo, 83 Rivington 
St., Shoreditch 8pm-lam. 
£ 8 / 6.50 contact t: 020 7739 
3440 

Wed 5 December 

LONDON NWl. Annual 
Event. To give an overview of 
the steps towards the creation 
of a UK Civilian Peace 
Service. Friends House (opp 
Euston Station); 6.30pm. 
Organised by: Peaceworkers 
UK, 162 Holloway Rd, 

London N7. Contact: t: 020 
7609 2777, 
f: 020 7609 9777, 
e: infb@peaceworkers.fsnet.co.uk 
www.peaceworkers.fsnet.co.uk 

7-8 December 


LONDON WCl. “World 
Fair”. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, 4-8, 11-6. Organised 
by: www.worldfair.org.uk. 

Fri 7 December 
LONDON W1 . Concert for 
Peace. Mozart, Britten, 
Mahler, Haydn. Conductor 
Mark Wigglesworth, Leader 
Nona Liddell, Soloist Toby 
Spence (tenor). St James's 
Church, 197 Piccadilly; 
7.30pm. Organised by: 


Prisoners for Peace Day 
1 December 2001 

This year’s special focus is on Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories. 

Contct: War Resisters' International, 5 Caledonian Rd, 
London N1 9DX. 
t: 020 7278 4040, f: 7278 0444, 
e: office@wri-irg.org www.wri-irg.org. 


Tyneside Radical Film Festival 

October - December 2001, The Side Cinema, 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Tyneside Radical Film Festival presents its first series of talks 
and radial films, shorts and documentaries from film makers 
around the world documenting stories of oppression and inspi¬ 
ration. We are holding fortnightly screenings which will be 
introduced by speakers and followed with opportunities for dis¬ 
cussion. Our intention is to educate, inform and inspire action. 
Enjoy! 

Indigenous Movements - Weds 28 Nov, 8pm 

Strong Roots (Global Exchange 41 mins) is the story of 
Movimento Sem Terra (the Landless Workers Movement) in 
Brazil and their inspirational struggle for the right to own their 
land. 

The Coconut Revolution (Stampede 50 mins) tells the story of 
the small island of Bougainville in the Pacific where the 
islanders continue to resist armed attack from the Papua New 
Guinea Army and exploitation from mining companies. Their 
weapons? Coconuts of course! 

Zapatista Night - Weds 12 Dec, 8pm 

Zapatista (Big Noise, 65 mins) 

For more information, contact Paul (0191 272 4635, 
paul.chatterton@ncl.ac.uk) 
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Musicians Against Nuclear 
Arms, 71 Greenfield Gardens, 
NW2 lHU. Contact: t/f: 020 
8455 1030. ,£10/^8.50 
(reserved) £&/£l (unre¬ 
served). 

Sat 8 December 

EDINBURGH. Student anti¬ 


Blockade of British Military 
Joint Forces HQ to disrupt 
the smooth running of the 
war machine. Meet 7:30 am 
outside North wood Tube. 
Contact: t: 07950 567099 e: 
d 10northwood@gmx.net 
www.northwood.cjb.net 

Tue 11 December 
LONDON WCl. Northern 
Ireland, Human Rights 
Seminars: “Collusion”. Halya 
Gowan (Amnesty 
International). Menzies 
Room, Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies, 28 
Russell Sq; 5-6.30 pm. 
Organised by: Jane Winter, 
director of British Irish 
Rights Watch. Contact: Dr N 
Ghanea-Hercock, t/f: 020 
7862 8827/20 
emazila.ghanea-hercock 
@sas.ac.uk www.birw.org 

Wed 12 December 
NEWCASTLE UPON 
TYNE. Tyneside Radical 
Film Festival: “Zapatista 


Night”. The Side Cinema, 9 
Side (near the Crown Posada 
pub on Quayside); 8pm. 
Contact: Paul t: 0191 272 
4635, e: 

paul.chatterton@ncl.ac.uk 
Free but suggested donation 
£S. Wheelchair accessible. 


Central London (to be con¬ 
firmed). Contact 
hackneynot4sale@yahoo.com 

Sat 15 December 
GLASGOW. National March 
and Rally Against the War. 
Contact t: 0141 423 1222. 
LONDON SE. Public meet¬ 
ing to look back at the “War 
on terrorism” and forward to 
the “New Stragic 
Relationship”. Speakers: Bruce 
Kent, Dan Plesch, Andrew 
Gilligan and Jawed Ludin. 
Greenwood Theatre, Guy’s 
Hospital, 2.30pm. Contact 
CND t: 020 7700 2393, 
e: info@cnduk.org 

Sun 16 December 
LONDON WCl. “The Most 
Valuable Englishman Ever”. 

A biographical documentary 
about Thomas Paine, 
American revolutionary and 
author of The Rights of 
Man. Birkbeck College; 1.30 
for 2pm. Organised by: 
London Socialist Film Co-op. 


war conference, Edinburgh 
University. Contact: 0141 423 
1222. 

Mon 10 December 

NORTHWOOD, MIDDX. 


Thu 13 December 
LONDON. Hackney Not 4 
Sale. Action to disrupt fur¬ 
ther auctioning of Hackney 
community buildings by 
Hackney Council. Venue: 


Stop Star Wars- Curb Economic Espionage - 
The Root Cause Of Terrorism! 

Join The Protest On 12 December 2001 at Menwith Hill US 
spy base 

A59 road, 7 miles west of Harrogate, North Yorkshire 
Come to camp fully equipped and self sufficient as possible, 
warm and waterproof clothes and footwear essential. No facil¬ 
ities available. 

Contact: Womenwith Hill Women's Peace Campaign, 
PO B 105, Harrogate, HC3 2FE t. 01943 468593 


"Exploring Globalisation" 

Schumacher College 
3-22 February 2002 

Led by Ann Pettifor, Tariq Banuri and Wolfgang Sachs 
A wave of globalisation is engulfing the world. This course 
will explore the many impacts of globalisation on people and 
the planet - economic, social and ecological. 

Ann Pettifor will trace the role of international institutions 
and governments in creating a global economy dominated by 
finance capital . 

Tariq Banuri will focus on the social impact of global capi¬ 
talism, and Wolfgang Sachs will conclude the course by dis¬ 
cussing how the environmental movement can work on a glob¬ 
al and a local level to create a more sustainable world. 

Masters level credits and bursaries are available on this course 


For further information contact : The Administrator, 
Schumacher College, The Old Postern, Dartington, 
Devon, TQ9 6EA. t: 01803 865934 f: 866899 
e: schumcoll@gn.apc.org 
www.gn.apc.org/schumachercollege/ 


Tue 18 December 
LONDON WCl. Iraq delega- 
tion report. Reports from a 
delegation just returned from 
Iraq, and Christmas auction 
of sanctions-breaking Iraqi 
goods. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square, 7.30pm. Contact 
Voices in the wilderness UK, 
0845 458 2564, 
voices@viwuk.freeserve.co.uk 

Sat 22 December 
LONDON. “10th 
Anniversary of Mordechai 
Vanunu Vigil”. Outside Israeli 
Embassy, Kensington; 
Afternoon. Contact: 
www.vanunu.freeserve.co.uk. 

24-25 December 


Boycotting the fruits of oppression 

Groups supporting Palestinians against their treatment by the 
Israeli occupation forces have launched a Boycott Israeli Goods 
(BIG) campaign. 

They have produced leaflets explaining why people should 
boycott Israeli goods, and listing brand names to watch out for. 
They also call for a boycott of holidays in Israel. The Israeli 
economy benefits from preferential treatment under EU import 
rules, whilst the Palestinian economy collapses under the pres¬ 
sure of the Israeli military and settlers. 

The intention is that the campaign should build up to have 
the sort of effect - including on people's awareness - that the 
campaign to boycott the products of Apartheid South Africa 
used to have. 

Contact: The BIG Campaign, BM Box PSA, London 
WCl N 3XX e: big@palestinecampaign.org, web 
www.palestinecampaign.org 


LONDON SWl. Christmas 
day fast against sanction and 
war in Iraq and Afghanistan 
Downing Street 6pm. 
Contact: Voices in the 
Wilderness UK, 0845 458 
2564, 

voices@viwuk.freeserve.co.uk 

Sun 20 January 2002 

EVERYWHERE. “Peace 
Sunday”. Organised by: Pax 
Christi, St Joseph's, Watford 
Way, Hendon, NW4 4ty. 


Contact: t: 020 8203 4884 e: 

paxchristi@gn.apc.org 

www.paxchristi.org.uk. 

Wed 23 January 

LONDON. “Organic Food 
and Farming Rally”. Mass 
rally in London to lobby 
Parliament in support of 
organic food and farming. 
Organised by: Sustain 

Sat 26 January 

MANCHESTER M2 

Networking Newsletter 
Project event. To bring 
together groups and individi- 
als working on every area of 
social justice. Friends 
Meeting House (to be con¬ 
firmed); 2-5. Organised by: 
Networking Newsletter 
Project, 6 Mount Street M2 
5NS. Contact: www.network¬ 
ings wsletter.org.uk. 

Sun 3 February 

DARTINGTON, DEVON. 

“Exploring Globalisation”, 
with Ann Pettifor, Tariq 
Banuri and Wolfgang Sachs. 
Schumacher College. Contact: 


t: 01803 865934, 

www.gn.apc.org/schumacher- 

college. 

Saturday 16 February 
LONDON WC2. “Treaties 
Day School” with sessions on 
the NPT, ABM Treaty, 
START and more. Invited 
speakers include Merav Datan 
of IPPNW. London School of 
Economics. Organised by 
Abolition 2000 UK. Christian 


CND and Medact. Contact: 
CCND t: 020 7700 4200 
e: ccnd@gn.apc.org. Fee £5. 

Wed 6 March 

LONDON SWl Lobby of 
Parliament with meetings 
held at Westminster Central 
Hall. Contact Helen Hughes, 
United Nations Association, 3 
Whitehall Court, London 
SWl A 2EL. 

t: 020 7930 2931 f: 7930 5893 
e: info@una-uk.org 

3-10 August 

DUBLIN, IRELAND. 23rd 
WRI Triennial Conference: 
“Stories and Strategies for 
NV Resistance and Social 
Change”. Dublin City 
University. Organised by: 

War Resistor's International, 
5 Caledonian Rd, London, N1 
9DX. Contact: t: 020 7278 
4040, f: 020 7278 0444, e: 
triennial2002@wri-irg.org 


Debt and trade study tour to Nicaragua 

If you're looking for an opportunity to see at first hand the 
impact of high levels of debt and unjust terms of trade, and 
the difference that debt reduction and fair trade can make, then 
you could join next February's study tour of Nicaragua. 

The tour is from 16 to 25 February 2002, and involves visit¬ 
ing Nicaragua and meeting national and local organisations 
working on debt, structural adjustment and trade. 

You would also visit an area severely affected by the collapse 
of coffee prices and find out about the benefits and difficulties 
of fair trade, from producers of coffee, sesame and herbs. 

Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign, 129 Seven Sisters 
Road, London N7 7QG t: 020 7272 9619, f: 7272 
5476; e: nsc@nicaraguasc.org.uk, w: 
www.nicaraguasc.org.uk 


Supporting one 
another 

With so few outlets 
for radical literature 
these days, we should 
support those that 
remain. Here are 
some places where 
you can buy 
Nonviolent Action - 
please encourage 
them to continue to 
be able to stock it by 
patronising them if 
you're in the area! 
Edinburgh 
Peace & Justice 
Centre, St John's 
Church, Princes 
Street 
Bradford 
Fair Trade Cafe, 

2 Ashgrove 
Stoke-On-Trent 
Peace Centre, 56 
Tontine Street 
Leicester 

Little Thorn Books, 
73 Humberstone 
Gate (at the Secular 
Hall) 

Diss, Norfolk 

Natural Foodstore, 
Norfolk House Yard, 
St Nicholas Street 
Reading 
Reading 
International 
Solidarity Centre, 35- 
39 London Street 
London N1 
Housmans Bookshop, 
5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross 
London Nl6 
Food For All, 3 
Cazenove Road, 

Stoke Newington 
Exeter 

CND Shop, 31 New 
Bridge Street 
Southampton 
October Books, 

4 Onslow Road 
Brighton 
Peace and 

Environment Centre, 
43 Gardner Street 


schumcoll@gn.apc.org 
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nonviolent action 


Jeff Cloves 

PariMfpump protest 

Those who only read national newspapers and 
only take notice of national news bulletins 
might think that opposition to the supposed War 
Against Terrorism is confined to London. That 
only 11 Newlab MPs opposed their own govern¬ 
ment's war has been presented, therefore, as an 
indication of how pro-war the nation is. 

Readers of NvA should know otherwise and, 
no doubt, are engaged in all kinds of local 
actions. Such actions - if they are noticed by the 
media at all - might make a paragraph or two in 
the local paper, and only then if there's a sympa¬ 
thetic hack on the staff. So what effect they have 
is open to question, and belief in their power to 
influence opinion varies from pessimism to opti¬ 
mism depending on the personality of the par¬ 
ticipants. 

Now we no longer live in London, local activ¬ 
ity has become paramount for us too, and what 
Stroud has been up to to oppose the war is prob¬ 
ably quite typical. Even so, two initiatives in par¬ 
ticular have captured the interest of the Stroud 
News and Journal and the current issue (14 Nov 
as I write) has devoted considerable space to 
them. 

The first is a report on a public meeting 
which - despite an admission fee of £3 - attract¬ 
ed a full house of 150 (over 30 were turned 
away) and helped gather support for the second 
initiative: a six-day walk by two women from 
Stroud to 10 Downing Street bearing a giant 
postcard addressed to the PM and calling for an 
end to the bombing. 

At the meeting, Martin Whiteside - “a 
Stroud-based international development work¬ 
er” - spoke of his experiences in Afghanistan 
advising Christian Aid on its long-term develop¬ 
ment programme, and Judith Large - “an expert 
on international relations and conflict resolu¬ 
tion" - spoke on the background to war and its 
possible consequences. Of more significance, 


perhaps, was that the SNAJ gave Martin 
Whiteside a full page, illustrated with his own 
photographs, to describe “what life is like for the 
ordinary Afghanistan people, the everyday hard¬ 
ships they endure and why the bombing should 
stop...”. 

A third local initiative - so far unreported - 
Gimme Some Truth, is the inspired work of 
Stroudie, Dave Cockroft. He has put out five 
internet issues* so far (he distributes a few local¬ 
ly as a hard copy magazine) and it is a valuable 
and convenient resource with which to oppose 
the warmongers. It reprints stuff' by George 
Monbiot, Naomi Klein et al, but also publishes 
Dave's own excellent research. Examples are his 
examination of oil pipeline routes through 
Afghanistan and the implications of China join¬ 
ing the WTO. 

Meantime, nightly and Saturday morning 
vigils continue to take place in Stroud's shopping 
streets and white poppy sales reached 300 this 
year. This has prompted the vice-chairman of 
the local British Legion to complain to the coun¬ 
cil that their sale has affected red poppy takings. 
The SNAJ reports that the council has just 
appointed a new licensing officer “who will be 
taking a more proactive line against this sort of 
thing”. 

Finally, if all the above hasn't given you some 
ideas for local activity, Stroud peace campaigners 
will shortly march on the headquarters of local 
Newlab MP, David Drew, to protest at his con¬ 
tinued support for the war. The march will be 
preceded by a minute's silence for the victims of 
all wars and there will be a rally in the town 
square afterwards. 

By the time you read this, however, the sec¬ 
ond national demo against the war will have 
taken place in London. One coach came up from 
Stroud for the first one and the aim is to send 
two this time. If the demo is big enough it will 
get some coverage - no doubt denigratory - in 
the national press and on T\) but it may be that 
the cumulative affect of nationwide local actions 
will be more productive in the end. 

*a production for www.thepeoplesgame.org 


Paper talk 

Self indulgencnce 
and loving thine 
enemies 

Well, we know that many peo¬ 
ple feel self-indulgent as the 
Winter Solstice approaches - 
which makes it an ideal time for 
you to treat yourself to a sub¬ 
scription to Nonviolent Action if 
you're not already a regular 
reader. 

We also know that people 
feel generous at this time of the 
year - so why not take out gift 
subscriptions for your friends 
too? 

And, because NvA readers 
are the sort of people that they 
are, you might even want to 
give a subscription to your ene¬ 
mies... . 

If you're sending gift sub¬ 
scriptions, we'll assume that 
you want them to start from 
this (December) issue, unless 
you say otherwise. 

If you buy yourself a sub, 
we'll assume you want to start 
with the January issue. 

Special offer 

And by the way, if you current¬ 
ly subscribe to neither NvA nor 
Peace News, or to only one of 
them, then if you start a new 
joint subscription at the 
moment you can get 15 months 
for the price of 12: see details 
in the December PN if you 
have one, or write to them at 
the same address as NvA, or e- 
mail to pnadmin@wri-irg.org 


Subscribe Now 

The normal minimum price for an annual subscription to Nonviolent Action is £6. However, because that isn't enough to keep 

the publication viable, we've instituted a sliding scale of payment, from £6 to £20, and ask readers to pay what they can afford. 

Yes, I want to subscribe to Nonviolent Action 

NOTES 

Name _ If you take out an annual subscription to NvA AT THE SAME TIME AS 

you take out or renew an annual (4-issue) inland subscription to 

Address_ Peace News, then you can receive Nonviolent Action as well if you 

add just a £5 top-up to your payment to Peace News. 

_Post Code _ For all other subscriptions to NvA, payment should be made direct to 

Return to: Nonviolent Action, 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 9DY NvA and the minimum price is £6. 

I enclose (£6-£20 - choose what you can afford):_ Please also note that, because of the disproportionate postage costs 

for small publications, although we're happy to send copies of NvA 

donation_ total _ anywhere in the world, the minimum price for an overseas annual 

subscription is £10 within Europe and £15 elsewhere. 
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